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. 214 Wall Street, Spokane 1, Washington
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1IN REPLY, REFER TO?

November 16, 1959

Mr. Richard Martin Rawe

Box 443
Soap lake, Washington

45~22-3/~183
Dear Sir:

Attached hereto is a copy of the recommendation of
the Department of Justice to the Appeal Board for the Eastern
Judicial District of Washington, concerning your claim of
opposition to combatant and noncambatant duty in the armed
forces.

Within thirty (30) days of the date of this letter,
you may file a written reply with this Appeal Board concerning
the recommendation of the Department of Justice. At the end
of the thirty-day Period, whether or not we have had a reply
from you, the Appeal Board will review your file and proceed
to classify you.

By direction of the Appeal Board
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(Mr865’NBryellen P. Goodman
Clerk :
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Dear Sir:

As required by seciien 6{3j) of the Universel Military Training
and Service Aoty as smended; an inguiry wes made by the Department
of Justipe in the sbove-meniionsd case and ax opportunily o be '
‘heard on his claim for exemption 33 & consciankious ohjsctor was
given to the registrant by #r. Dauisl W. Gaiser, = Hearing Ofificer
for the Depariment of Justice.

, The inf.‘ormaﬁicﬁ obtoined from the inguivies and comgidersd by

the Teparteent of Justiece im arriving at its recomendabion is cone
taived in the first and second Resumé of Supplementel Inquiry atlached
heredc and mads 2 pard hereofe '

fegistrant was born ab Spokane, Waskhington ca Fay 18, 193h., His
mother is 2 Jdehoveh’s Witness and the registrant was beptiged in thet ==

?aith in September 19h2. Fe had an eighth grede education and cowme

plebed thres asd one-hsl? vears of high sechool. Hisg 585 Forms 100

and 150 claimed sonscientious objection, ordirstion as & minisiter of
Jehovah's Witneases and sxempiion from combabant and noncombaiant

military training and service. (n a former appeal from 2 I-4 clag=-
sification and following z hearing hefors By, Haryy ©. Davengpoert, a




Hearing Officer for the Department of Justlee; the regisirant was
classified I-0 buty following an sppesl to the Prasidential Appeal
Board for s ministerial classificationy he was again clasgified I=d,
Therealfter, his file wus recpened by the local board and he was

sgain classified in Class I-A from which he zppealed,
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submitbed to the Depavtwent of Justice in ‘pehelf of the registrant.

Registrant appeared before the Hearing Offlcer at Spokane,
Washington on July 7, 1959, accowpanied by his mother and iwo other
women, oue of whom he denominated his tzegoretaryt. The regisirant
1514 the Hearing Officer that he wes not mafried &b the time of the
neaving: that he began attending chwrch with his mother in early
childhood and became = Jehovah's Witness when he wss about eight
years old. He said that his coopsesisncs had been trained throngh —~
nis stude of the Bible and that his convickion agsinst military
servies is a vesuld of hiz own study. The registrant’s mother told
the Hearing Officer that she felt that the registrant's bellefs and
conscientious objectioms ware the resulb of her religicus training
and she expressed pride in the registrant's ministry. Heglstraniis
other witness was convinced of the sincerity of the registrant’s

-

convictions and believed that he is a bopa fide minigter. —

The Hearing Officer wnoted that in the loesl board'z summary
of the registrant's personel appearance befvre it on December 3,
1957 it was stated: : :

#The registrsntis claim in the alterngtive Jor 2
I-0 clzssification wes denied on the grounds thab the
registrant iz voty by reason of religious fraining and
helief, conseientiously oppesed to war in sny form; that
his willingness to use force in nuwerocus clrcumstances
of his own cheooesing, even to tha exitent of killing, is incon-
sisbent with his ¢laim of congcisnbdions objection; and that
his cisin of comscientious objsetion is basaed upern a veluc=
tanes to acceds to seculsy aubhority and e desire o cone
tinue in his present pursuits rather than upon amy reli-
gious aversion bo the use of forece or killing.®

The Hearing Officer coneumfed in the finding of the local board just
gucied and he was not convinced that the regisirant was acting in
good falth, nor was he convincad of the abscluis sincsrity of ths

registrant's conscienticvs-objector claim.. The regisfrant asppeared




a tisfa‘cti.on and py estzge from being 2 minister of s —
ot. Hs %old the Hearing Officer that 1f ch were t@ direct war
4 fight. This led the ziearzng 0fficer to the belief thst

£ is orobably not opposed o wal m any form but that he

laces bis oun m’cprpretﬁmv upon when he mﬁb‘{, ve oall erl o such’

On Sep uezﬂber 1k, 195L the Pepartment of Jusiiss réc&mﬂnégé
o your Garr’ that regis* annte clzaiv&. s gushained as to both ¢
batant and noncosbatant training and 3&2{'\7“0\_ and that he be c}.aa-
- gified in Class I-U; That rec ommendation was bassd vpon the en=

on

1—
$irely favorsble tenor of the im vestw* Bl ive report and upon a find-
&

 ing by the Hearing Gfficer thabt registrant's claim was made in good .
Ffaith ard that he was by reeson of his Teliglous treining and bél}.ei‘*""

-

opposed to par ricipation in war i any form, TYouwr Soard classified
the vegistrant in Clzss I-0 and he has been stbsequenily classified
in Cless Ik from which he has azmealec; sdditiongl inquiries were
mede in 1955 and again 4n 1958, He has bemn very aotive in his ——
religious work and continues to serve as & Ploneer.~——

The ef'isvr&rﬂt s willingness to use force in mumerons mrcum-
stances of his omn rhmmb, even to the exbtent of kiiling, as
reiabesd in the summsry of registrantls perscnal appearance before
the Board on Ueosmber 3, 1957, pressnts the guestien of the par=
ticular circomsbances o which “i;h Boarcz referrad. The Getails as
to whab circumstances the Board T erred or the QLQS‘E}.QRQ of ths
Beard and the answers of lhe re-g:-‘. trant g to the lssue of usse of

fores. f.n mmerous sircumshances tw the sxitent of lf'.?‘l.j}ig_ do nob .
eppear in the December 3 1957 gummary of the registrantfs personsl

a*m&&z’aaca before tha Poard which is in the mg:aimarzﬁ’s file. In
f‘ae gummary of the preovieus porscnal appearsnce of the registrank
Defors the local codrd ov August 8, 1855, zigned by Board Chairman,
the Board Clevk, and the regisira nt} these eircumstances zg o the
use of force axtending even to killing are recorded in detail and
sppesr 50 be no more than the usual aahr)\fa"*’ﬁ Witnegaes benet That
a person is entitied %o salf-defensa of nimself, his f'aru.i.v brath-
ren, and ;nguom interests. An e}'pv'eaoec willingness to use force
to such exbent and for such purpeses is not a basily for denial of

& canscment.&wsm‘*mecw* claim. Affaldbt v. U, 8., 208 ¥. 26 1123
Sicurella v. %. S.; 3LE V.5, 385, '
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The regis iraac g sta»amarb to the Hearing szxrsr +baﬁ i¥ Oogd
were bo girsct wer ‘he would fight amounis only o @ Tession of
regziztrand’s balisl in theocratvic warfare and is 'wt a bas;.s for

denial of a eovsclienltious-objector claim. Sicvralia v. Ui Suy
: 85: U, 8. V. ‘z‘.r*’mati, 209 F, 2¢ 3653 Taffs v. T S.,

Wwith due vegard for the hsar‘:}'. g Officer's recommendation and
the loczl boardtls conelusion, he I.?m,‘ar'wr“n ru Justice finds that
registrant's claim is wustsined ss to both combalant and non-
combatant training and sevvice. I, ’ohera*fme, recommends Bh
registrant be clias sified in Class I-0.

s
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Sincarely,

T. Oscar Smith :
ef , Conscienbtious~Ubjscter %ec’uan
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' "ﬁ‘m Selv'é"i?e darvies Cover Sheet in the above case is returned




- l’r" - ’- g -v«‘l;‘. .
Sesume of Supplementel Inguixy
Re: Richard Nartin Rawe

Conseientions-Objector Claimant

&

ROTIC

A resumz of prior investigative reporis was
furnished the registrant in connechion with a '
_hearing held by a Depariment of Justice Hearing
Officer on ¥ay T, 195h. The original of said .
resume wes wade & part of the registrant's Selective
Service file and is incorpovated hevein by reference.

. Reighbors, acquaintances, refersaces and religious 2ssociates
contacted ail advised that they believe registrant is absolutely
sincers in his religions belisefs and in his consclsntious-objector
clain., One of these pereons said she sees no reason Why he should

he classified as a conscientious objector, because she fesle that

all yomng men shopld serve in the armed forces. These persons ‘
generally advised that registrant is of very good reputabion and
character, extrenely well ‘behaved and of axcellsat mors) character

204 condach, They' said e is a clean-cut individuzl and indicated
that they knew of only favorably information cencerning his activity.
They stated that his everyday 1ife ‘clearly reflects that he is a good
Christisn voung wan. Jhey said he has no steady seemlar work, tut ~—
from time bo btime he works part time fer his father 2t his father’s
jpmber mill. One person recalled thal pegistrant had stated that

he could live for a year on approximately $400.00. and thus could

' devote practicaliy 21l of his time 30 his religions work and activities,”
These persons advised thst registrant and 21l members of his family,
with the exception of his father, are very active in the Jehovah's
Wiinesses reéligion, and that their ¥hole 1ife is centered around —
fheir religious activities, They said that registrant devotes pPrag-"""
ticslly of his time fo his religious ackivities. These persons alse
indicated that registrant's mother is considered to be the leader of
_the Jehovah's Witnesses in the Grend Conlee, Washinghom, ares, and -
that she has no doubh reared her children to believe in this religious
organization and to be active in its werk. They indicated that she
has been associated with this religious ssct for approximately 20 years,
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#any of these persons contacted were not of the same religious belief

a5 is registrant, and indicated that they did nob agree with nis
heliefs, but as is above indicated, they zll generally agreed that

they believe he 1s sincere in his religious beliefs and in his present ™
ciaim.

The Tecords of the Watchtowsr Bible and Tract Society headcg;ar‘&ers\
in Brooklyn, ¥ew York, reflect that registrant wes ordained a minisier
in the Jehovan's Witnesses on Ssphenber 20, 1942, He served as a ‘
Vaeation Pioneer from Hay to September of 1952, at which time he con-
menced fnll-time Pioneer work. The record reflect that registrant
devoted an average of over 100 hours per month for the period from
¥ay of 1952 through Seplember 1955. The records further reflect that
he was appointed to the positiom of Theccratic ¥inisiry School Instructor.—
on Octdosr 8, 1952, Territory Servant on October 8, 1953, and Bible
Study Servant on Dacember 17, 1953. ' ' '

Gredit and criminal records are uegative.

Prepared: December 28, 1955




Resumd of Suwoplerental Ingpiry

w

Re: Bicherd Harbtin Hawe
Comscienticus-Uniector Ulaimant

Piret Reswd of Sumplemental Inguiry
Prepssed Decmrier 20, 1955

4 person who hes erployed the registrant as a peri-tirs plusber
on wn or bhrse different occasions, said That the registrent alweys
isplaved an excellent moral charsober and conduct. This person ¥a&s
amarve of the registrant's sxtensive acbivitiss with the Jehovan’s
Witnosses and s2id he did nobt werk on Thursdays, Frideys, Sgturdays
or Sundoys because this wouid interfore with his nipisterial work, —
The registrant's fether, whe hes erployed the registrant parb-time
over the past three or four years, poore 2 subsbantiaily siniiasxr
opindon concerning the ragls trant znd his religiovs schivibies. He
said thet ke is sheolutely cerialn the regigbrant IS sincere In
claiming exerpbion as a conscientious objechor. Gther relatives,
sssocishes, neighbors and references sualed that the vegigtrant devolss
~.a groat de2l of tirs to his religlows activiiies znd ig undoubbedly
sincere in meking & conscigntious-cbjector claim. Several of these
versons pave favorable reporis concerning the registrent when They
weve interviewed during e previous investigstion of the registrant's
¢laim. These persons indicate theb their previcus rersriks conceriing
the registrant are sLill walid. They poind - out Bhet the registrant
snd Wis nother have been active in the Jdehovah’s Witnesses for the
. past 10 year period, and they oot only belisve in the principles of
the Jehovzh's Witnesses religion bub pragiice those principles in
thelir sveryday 1ife. Seversl of these persons poinked oub thet the
registrant is presenbly serving as 2 foli-time minister in the —
Sozp Lake, Washinghbon, avea, wd wers of the opirdorn that the regis— — .
trant showid be granted a ministerial classificatdon. On Lhis pointg
the regishranils mothey advised thal the regpistrany would like tc go
into riiseionzry work Fov the Jehovah's Witnesses and shiend the
Watehtowsy Bible and Trach Society Monistry Scheool in Hew York Gity.




